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This book, published to celebrate the sixtieth anniversary of VE Day, is a graphic account of the

storming and taking of Hitler's Festung Europa (?Fortress Europe?) by the Allies during the final

eleven months of the Second World War. The book shows spread-by-spread the relentless

progress of the epic war in the European Theater of Operations, and focuses on the world-famous

engagements such as Operation Market-Garden (immortalized in the film A Bridge too Far), the

Battle of the Bulge, the bombing of Dresden and other German cities, the fall of Berlin, and VE Day

itself. Written by a leading military historian and including a wealth of first-hand accounts on an

audio CD, the Imperial War Museum's WW2 Victory in Europe Experience contains 30 facsimile

items of memorabilia integrated into the pages of the book. The reader can re-live this momentous

period of history by examining maps, diaries, letters, and other items which up till now have

remained filed or exhibited in the Imperial Wa
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This is far more than a book. It is a curriculum and a fun experience. I loved it and I have not even

listened to the CD yet. The graphics are beautiful, the text wonderful as well as accurate and

interesting. The very best part is the inclusion of some 60 reproductions of documents associated

with the war. Operations orders, leaflets, diaries, paper money, and more--much more. Of course

most people know about the critical weather decision on June 5th, but I certainly had never seen the

weather map for the day and with the book you can not only see it (the weaher map), but also hold

(a reproduction of) it, but study it and transport yourself back to the briefing room. The overall



reproduction quality of the included items is good or better. I wrote a World War II book with the

subtitle "history in your hands," but my hat is off to Julian Thompson because he trumped our effort.

I saw this while I was in Normandy for the D-Day celebration this year; the experience was amazing

and this book was provided on the coffee table where I stayed. I liked it so much I bought one for

me and one for my dad for Fathers Day; he LOVED it!

My father and I enjoyed this fantastic memory book from the war that many of us are just beginning

to discover.

This book and others in the series have added a new dimension, involving the reader with

reproductions of maps and documents from the era. I have been giving the to my dad a gifts and will

be looking for the next one to come out.
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